FAIRFIELD AREA SCHOOL DISTRICT

TITLE | - PARENT INVOLVEMENT 5260
5260.1 Purpose

5260.2

The Fairfield Area School District believes that parent involvement in
the educational process leads to greater student ability. Parental
involvement is especially desired for students who fall behind or have
difficulty learning.

Implementation of Statutory Requirements

The District agrees to implement the following statutory requirements:

5260.2a

5260.2b.

5260.2c

5260.2d

The school district will put into operation programs,
activities and procedures for the involvement of parents
in all of its schools with Title I, Part A programs,
consistent with section 1118 of the Elementary and
Secondary Education Act (ESEA). Those programs,
activities and procedures will be planned and operated
with meaningful consultation with parents of participating
children.

Consistent with section 1118, the school district will work
with its schools to ensure that the required school-level
parental involvement policies meet the requirements of
section 1118(b) of the ESEA, and that each includes, as
a component, a school-parent compact consistent with
section 1118(d) of the ESEA.

The school district will incorporate this district wide
parental involvement policy into its LEA plan developed
under section 1112 of the ESEA.

In carrying out the Title I, Part A parental involvement
requirements, to the extent practical, the school district
and its schools will provide full opportunities for the
participation of parents with limited English proficiency,
parents with disabilities, and parents of migratory
children, including providing information and school
reports required under section 1111 of the ESEA in an
understandable and uniform format and, including
alternative formats upon request, and, to the extent
practical, in a language parents understand.
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5260.3

5260.2e

5260.2f

If the LEA plan for Title |, Part A, developed under
section 1112 of the ESEA, is not satisfactory to the
parents of participating children, the school district will
submit any parent comments with the plan when the
school district submits the plan to the State Department
of Education.

The school district will be governed by the following
statutory definition of parental involvement, and expects
that its Title | schools will carry out programs, activities
and procedures in accordance with this definition:
Parental involvement means the participation of parents
in regular, two-way, and meaningful communication
involving student academic learning and other school
activities, including ensuring-----

(1) that parents play an integral role in assisting their
child’s learning;

(2) that parents are encouraged to be actively
involved in their child’s education at school,

(3) that parents are full partners in their child’s
education and are included, as appropriate, in
decision-making and on advisory committees to
assist in the education of their child;

(4) the carrying out of other activities, such as those
described in section of 1118 of the ESEA.

Implementation of Policy Components-ESEA Section 1112

The Fairfield Area School District will take the following actions to
involve parents in the joint development of its district wide parental
involvement plan under section 1112 of the ESEA:

5260.3a

5260.3b

At the Fall Title | parent meeting the proposed District
Wide Parental Involvement Plan will be presented to
parents in written form for their review and suggestions.
The plan will be revised at the meeting and will be
approved by the group.

The approved District Wide Parental Involvement Plan
will be sent to parents in written format after the Fall Title
| parent meeting.
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5260.4

5260.5

5260.6

Implementation of Policy Components-ESEA Section 1116

The Fairfield Area School District will take the following actions to
involve parents in the process of school review and improvement
under section 1116 of the ESEA:

5260.4a Parents of Title I children will be invited to periodic individual
Parent Teacher Conferences where the Title | staff will
review their child’s individual assessment results, the child’'s
growth, and a plan for continued improvement.

5260.4b At the Fall Title | meeting parents will be presented with the
overall results of the students’ assessments from the
previous year. Suggestions for improvements will be
encouraged.

District Support

The Fairfield Area School District will provide the following necessary
coordination, technical assistance, and other support to assist Title I,
Part A schools in planning and implementing effective parental
involvement activities to improve student academic achievement and
school performance:

5260.5a The Title 1 Coordinator will participate in state
conferences related to federal programs in order to be
kept informed about effective parental involvement
strategies.

5260.5b The Title | staff will be given time to meet with the Title |
Coordinator, as needed, to plan parental involvement
activities.

5260.5¢ Adequate financial resources will be allocated to support
effective parental involvement activities.

Involvement Strategies

The Fairfield Area School District will coordinate and integrate parental
involvement strategies in Part A with parental involvement strategies
under the following other programs: Head Start and local private
preschools by:
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5260.7

5260.8

5260.6a Participating in a Kindergarten Transition meeting for
parents of Head Start children, and private preschools,
as requested.

Annual Evaluation

The Fairfield Area School District will take the following actions to
conduct, with the involvement of parents, an annual evaluation of the
content and effectiveness of this parental involvement policy in
improving the quality of its Title I, Part A schools. The evaluation will
include identifying barriers to greater participation by parents in
parental involvement activities. The school district will use the findings
of the evaluation about its parental involvement policy and activities to
design strategies for more effective parental involvement, and to
revise, if necessary its parental involvement policies.

5260.7a Parents of Title | children will be mailed a Needs
Assessment in the Spring. The Parents’ Needs
Assessment will be designed to provide an evaluation of
the parent involvement activities and to illicit suggestions
for improving access and activities. Assessment
responses will be encouraged in writing, by phone, or by
personal meeting.

Involvement Activities

The Fairfield Area School District will build the schools’ and parents’
capacity for strong parental involvement, in order to ensure effective
involvement of parents and to support a partnership among the school
involved, parents, and the community to improve student academic
achievement, through the following activities specifically described
below:

5260.8a The school district will, with the assistance of its Title I,
Part A schools, provide assistance to parents of children
served by the school district or school, as appropriate, in
understanding topics such as the following:

e The State’s academic content standards

e The State’s student academic achievement standards

e The State and local academic assessments including
alternate assessments

e The requirements of Part A

e How to monitor their child’s progress

e How to work with educators
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5260.9

5260.10

Involvement Actions

This will be accomplished by undertaking the following actions:

5260.9a

5260.9b

During periodic Parent Teacher Conferences Title | staff
will communicate to parents the importance of the State’s
academic content and achievement standards. They will
share each child’s on-going assessments and how these
can be used to monitor the child’s progress. This
information will be made more relevant by using the data
of the individual child.

At the Fall Title | Parent meeting the requirements of Part
A will be fully explained to parents and questions will be
encouraged. Parents will be given many options for
contacting the Title | staff.

Materials & Training

The school district will, with the assistance of its schools, provide
materials and training to help parents work with their children to
improve their children’s academic achievement by:

5260.10a

5260.10b

5260.10c

5260.10d

Title | staff will meet with parents in the Fall and explain
their program and encourage a partnership with parents
to work at home. They will give specific actions that
parents can use when working with their children at
home.

Parents will be invited to come into school to observe
and discuss a Title | class involving the Reading
Recovery program.

Title | staff will maintain regular contact with parents
through notes, e-mail and phone calls.

A Spring Title | meeting will be held for staff to share
ideas and activities for children to maintain their progress
during the summer vacation.
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5260.11

5260.12

5260.13

Communication with Parents

The school district will, with the assistance of its schools and parents,
educate its teachers, pupil services personnel, principals and other
staff, in how to reach out to, communicate with, and work with parents
as equal partners, in the value and utility of contributions of parents,
and in how to implement and coordinate parent programs and build
ties between parents and schools, by:

5260.11a  The Title | Coordinator will attend conference sessions
dealing with parental involvement and partnerships with
parents at State Federal Program Conferences. The
Coordinator will share information gained at staff
meetings.

Preschool and Other Programs

The school district will, to the extent feasible and appropriate,
coordinate and integrate parental involvement programs with Head
Start, and public preschools, and conduct other activities that
encourage and support parents in more fully participating in the
education of their children by:

5260.12a  Participating in a Kindergarten Transition meeting for
parents of Head Start children, and private preschools,
as requested.

Format and Language

The school district will take the following actions to ensure that
information related to the school and parent programs, meetings, and
other activities is sent to the parents of participating children in an
understandable and uniform format:

5260.13a  The Title | Coordinator will mail letters concerning Title |
meetings to parents of all Title | students.

5260.13b The Title | Coordinator will consult with the ESL
Coordinator to determine the need for translation of Title
| mailings.



FAIRFIELD AREA SCHOOL DISTRICT

TITLE | - PARENT INVOLVEMENT 5260

5260.14 Adoption
The District Wide Title | Parental Involvement Policy has been
developed jointly with, and agreed on with, parents of children
participating in Title I, Part A programs, as evidenced by: parent sign-in
sheet from spring Title | parent meeting.

Revised August 11, 2014



